
 

Contentment.  How can such a word that 
translates into peace open up such a chasm 
of questions?  Is it really possible to be con-
tent when everything around us is noisy, 
busy, and stressful?  How do we obtain true 
contentment?  What does it really look like in 
a practical sense?  If I am a Christian, why 
donôt I have it already?  When I hear the 
word contentment, I know that the chasm of 
questions can solely be answered in the first 
Christmas.  A Christmas with no lights, but 
the stars in the night sky.  A Christmas with 
the stench of barn animals instead of savory 
smells.  A Christmas with no IPods, mp3 
players, laptops, cell phones, televisions, or 
video games.  A Christmas where the great-
est present ever given was wrapped in rags 
instead of fancy paper and bows.  A Christ-
mas where our only hope of radical content-
ment was born.   
  Scripture is very clear that part of 
living a godly life is being content.  But godli-
ness with contentment is great gain.  For 
we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it.  (I Timothy 6:6-
7)  In all honesty, reading this brings discon-
tentment in my own soul, realizing I have not 
reached that goal.  We live in a society that is 
constantly demanding, rushing, and wanting, 
even screaming at us to find contentment in 
more when Scripture teaches us less is 
better.  I truly believe that when the peace of 
Jesus Christ rules our hearts, minds, and 
souls, we will be satisfied with nothing less 
than true contentment while still remaining 
discontent.    I propose that true unabashed 
contentment is the direct result of discontent-
ment in our current status.   
 If we are discontented with living 
this side of Heaven (broken relationships, 

loss of income, physical 
and emotional suffering, 
etc.), this can bring about 
an eternal perspective, 
thus producing content-
ment .  If we are discon-
tented with where we are 
spiritually (not hearing 
Godôs voice, not being 
disciplined in reading 
Scripture, etc.) this can 

foster growth, change, and a deeper walk 
with our Lord, thus producing contentment.  
When we find discontentment in everything 
around us, we are hopefully thrust into throw-
ing our anchor overboard and allowing the 
first Christmas to anchor our souls with con-
tentment.  Sheltering our inhibitions to openly 
praise the Lord and boldly proclaim the gos-
pel breeds discontentment, which in turn 
spurs us on to loftier spiritual goals and eter-
nally impacting priorities, the end result being 
contentment.    
 Joni Eareckson Tada, paralyzed 
from a diving accident at the age of seven-
teen, emulates this contentment.  In her 
book, A Quiet Place in a Crazy World , she 
says, ñWe assume that it is Godôs will for us 
to have pure and polished reputations, but 
look at Jesus ï He was slandered and 
mocked.  We think itôs Godôs will for us to 
have a new and bigger house, but Jesus, 
during the height of His ministry, never had a 
real home or even a place to lay His head.  
Weôre convinced words such as suffering and 
disappointment shouldnôt be included in a 
Christianôs vocabulary, but Jesus was a man 
of sorrows, acquainted with grief.  We might 
pray for financial prosperity, a new ca-
reeré.but God may choose to give us some-
thing even more precious, something even 
closer to what His name and character are all 
about.  His presence.  His perspective.  His 
endurance.ò   
 Lacking His daily presence in our 

lives, His perspective on every facet of our 

lives, and His endurance to run the race with 

fervor and integrity should erupt a volcano of 

discontentment  that flows hot with the pur-

suit of contentment found only when our 

souls are anchored in His presence, perspec-

tive, and endurance.  I pray that this Christ-

mas, your hearts, minds, and souls will be 

discontented to the point of pursuing a 

deeper walk with the greatest Christmas 

present ever given.  In turn receive the gift of 

radical contentment.  Only then will we be 

able to sincerely say as the 19th century 

hymn writer, Horatio Spafford, who lost eve-

rything to gain it all, ñIt is well with my soul.ò 
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Quote of the month:  

 
òContentment is  

natural wealth,  

luxury is  

artificial povertyó  

Socrates  

We wish you merry òContentmentó? 
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From the Directorõs Den by Jill Marr 

warm and tasty to serve any un-

expected guests.  Keep some 

cinnamon sticks in the cider to 

add extra flavor and aroma to 

your house. 
 

Go to a nearby nursing home to 

sing Christmas carols with your 

family.  Also, challenge your 

children to write a short Christ-

mas skit to perform while at the 

nursing home to share the gospel.   
 

Take some crafts to share with 

the residents. 
 

Cover your old candles in tacky 

glue or Elmerôs glue, and then 

roll them in 

Epsom salts.  

Set the can-

dles on paper 

towels, be-

cause the 

Epsom salts 

will pull out all the moisture in 

the candles.   Let them dry over 

night, and your candles will look 

like they are covered in snow. 
 

Be sure to remember your news-

paper deliverer, postman, trash 

men.  Itôs a great time to share 

the love of Christ in a practical 

way. 

  

Helpful Hintsé. 
There is a neat website that 

shares some valuable ideas to 

keep Christ in our family Christ-

mas traditions. It can be found at 

http:www.christianperspective.ne

t/devotionals/christmas.html. 

Here are some additional ideas 

for making your holidays practi-

cal and purposeful: 

Wrap your old candles in cinna-

mon sticks, glue them on, and 

wrap a bow around them. 
 

Keep apple cider on hand over 

the holiday season.  Put a pint of 

it in a pan on your stove to keep 

warm so you can have something 

 Feedback, experience 

and time.  Wonderful tools to 

embrace as we approach the 

2010-2011 booklist for Veritas.  

This upcoming year is going to 

be a year of some changes that 

we believe will be AWESOME.  

We are reaching the five year 

mark of existence in Memphis.  

Our directorate in Atlanta recog-

nizes us as òself-operatingó, so 

to speak.  Five years of practice, 

mentorship from the fabulous 

people in Atlanta  along with 

feedback from parents, teaching 

input and new curricula are call-

ing  us to make some practical 

changes. 

At this point, my personal ex-

perience includes having taught 

my own children in the program 

for grades PreK4 through 5th 

grade, teaching in 7/8th grade 

and being a lead teacher for 9-

12th grade.  I have gotten my 

feet wet in virtually every cur-

riculum we offer.   Many of our 

original teachers are still with us.  

They too have children in the 

program and have wonderful 

professional and personal insight 

into practical changes that we 

can make to improve Veritas as a 

whole. 

BEFORE YOU PANIC, please 

know that no final decisions 

have been made to curricula.  

We are currently purchasing  

sample copies of various new 

curricula, interviewing long term 

parents and asking our staff to 

share in our decisions.   

Parents, you too are a vital re-

source as we begin this journey 

in changes.  WE WANT YOUR 

FEEDBACK.  I am going to list 

for you below some of the 

changes we are contemplating.   

In K-2nd grade: 

Choosing history and science 

selections that are more age ap-

propriate in order to enhance 

both the math and phonics in-

structional emphasis. 

In Grades 3-6th grade: 

We are contemplating a change 

in History to include the chro-

nology from CREATION and 

forward, rather than beginning in 

Ancient Times.   

We are considering integrating 

the Bible chronologically from 

Genesis through Revelation  

starting in 2rd grade and culmi-

nating in 6th grade  

Vocabulary:  Integrating the 

study of Vocabulary to be drawn 

from our literature and history 

selections rather than a separate 

curriculum. 

Choosing a Spelling curriculum 

that will better teach the rules 

surrounding this area. 

Integrating a better suited com-

position program such as Insti-

tutes for Excellence in Writing 

(IEW)   This most likely will be 

òelements of IEWó rather than 

the full curriculum. 

This is just a preliminary list.  

Any changes that occur will be 

balanced by the Classical ap-

proach, academic excellence, 

practicality of use and afforda-

bility.  PLEASE email ANY 

suggestions you may have to 

make this program the best it 

can be!  Pray for our staff as we 

try to make YOUR  program 

sing! 
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Verse of the month:  
Song of Solomon 

2:11 -12  
 

For lo, the winter is 

past,  

      

The rain is over 

and gone.  

      

The flowers appear 

on the earth;  

      

The time of singing 

has come.   

DRESS 

CODE 

HOLIDAY!  

 

Veritas is declaring a 

dress code  ñholidayò 

The week of  

December 7th-11th   

NO dress code will be  

required! 

 

Students are welcome 

to attend in ñregularò 

clothes!  Holiday 

adornments are per-

mitted...but remember 

the rules of modesty 

still applyé 

 

Merry CHRISTmas  

Students! 

 

 

http://www.christianperspective.net/devotionals/christmas.html
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Training our little 

ones to consider oth-

ers during the holi-

days is a ñfull-timeò 

job.  The glitter of 

holiday displays is an 

influence that casts 

their attention away 

from the ñgivingò 

attitude to the ñmeò attitude.  

We encourage you to find 

avenues where you can volun-

teer your time and/or re-

sources at various local or-

ganizations.  Some organiza-

tions include the following:  

Neighborhood Christian Cen-

ter, Salvation Army, Toys for 

Tots, Homeless Shelters, Op-

eration Christmas Child, 

Memphis Food Bank, First 

Presbyterian Soup Kitchen, 

Memphis Inner-Faith Mission 

(MIFA).  There may even be 

special needs among your 

church family or neighbor-

hood.  Prayerfully consider 

how God can use you as a 

ñlightò in the community!  A 

spirit of generosity can make 

a difference on those you 

bless and to your children 

who are modeling you! 

NEW WEBSITE IN PROGRESS 

 

VCS BOOKSTORE is getting a 

FACELIFTé.. 

 

You are going to LOVE the 

changes at VCS bookstore.  After 

our first year, we used all the 

feedback from our parents on 

how to make our website more 

user friendly and we are making 

some wonderful changes: 

 

1. Online order management 

2. Booklist One-Click ordering 

(literally-your booklist will pop 

up and you can order each item) 

3. Free shipping on any order 

over $300.00  

4. As always:  Discounts! 

 

We will let you know when the 

GRAND OPENING 

occurs this Spring! 

such as The Iliad for Boys and Girls, A 

Christmas Carol, and The Adventures of 

Ulysses.  There are so many categories and 

options from which to choose.  You will be 

very pleasantly surprised!! 

 

Donôt Forget Regional Wonders: 
 

Zoo Lights at the Memphis Zoo 
(Nowï January, 2nd-selected Days) 

 

Home School Zoo Academy 
Upcoming dates in January for ages  

PreK 4 and up. 

For full descriptions: 

www.memphiszoo.org 

THE MOST INCREDIBLE 

WEBSITE can be found at 

www.childrenslibrary.org.  It 

contains the international chil-

drenôs digital library.  You and 

your child can literally read 

fabulous books online for free!  

When you get to the site, you 

can register in less than a minute 

for FREE.  I went to the age 10-

13 category, selected English 

(language), and selected Long 

for the length of books.  There 

were 89 choices, including books 

For your consideration... 

Circus Daysð What to do with your free time! 

about the books) s/he read 

that day.  2)  Challenge your 

children to write Christmas 

poems to share with grandpar-

ents .  3)  Have your children 

write a Christmas skit to share 

when you go to relativesô 

houses.  

 

 

SUGGESTED READING:   

Finding God in the Land of 

Narnia and Finding God in 

the Lord of the Rings.  They 

both can be found at the VCS 

Bookstore at a 20% discount. 

 Academic Rx 

 *During Christmas 

break, set some practical 

goals for children that will 

nurture brain stimulation, 

family bonding, and quiet 

rest.  1) Set aside an hour 

each day for your children to 

read by themselves.  At the 

dinner table, have each child 

spend a few minutes telling 
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Can you give up the cost of 

one ñHappy Mealò per 

month next year? 

That is all we are asking our 

parents to do for next year.  

We will be instituting our first 

tuition hike in 3 years this 

upcoming year.  Humanities 

tuition will go up by $5.00 per 

month. 

We have weathered two 

franchise fee changes, trying 

to hold steady for our parents 

in this economy.  But, we will 

not be able to do that in the 

upcoming year without loss of 

services.  This VERY small 

tuition  hike will help us keep 

our budget on task.  Thanks 

for your understanding in this 

matter. 

Bibles for Burma...did you 
send your quarters? 

WE NEED YOUR 

QUARTERS!! We are behind 

in our goal for semester 

ministry of purchasing Bibles 

for Burma.  THANK YOU  to 

those of you who have been 

faithful in sending quarters 

with your children each week.   

 Please remember to send a 

quarter or two with your child 

each week to put in the Bibles 

for Burma bucket by the 

Administratorôs office. 

By PARENTAL  Requesté 
Enrollment for Returning Students  

will open on  

December 20th, 2009  
and continue through 

January 30th, 2010 

 
Enrollment for new students will begin  

February 1st, 2010.  

NEW Enrollment forms and information will be 
posted at www.veritasclassicalschools.com 

on December 15th for your perusal. 

 
Please donôt hesitate to call or email the office with 

any questions you may have! 

 

http://www.childrenslibrary.org

