
 

 When you think of the word 
peace, what is the first thing that comes to 
mind?  Freedom from fear…from finan-
cial strain…from sickness….from rela-
tional difficulty?  Daily I crave the peace 
found in Genesis chapters 1 and 2 where 
there was perfect harmony  from God. No 
worries existed.  How can we possibly 
regain that Genesis peace in a world that 
breathes hatred, rebellion, and self pro-
motion?  A world that is subtly leaking 
into homes and churches?  How can we 
offer God’s lasting peace to the world if  it 
doesn’t exist in our homes, churches, or 
hearts?  Take a moment to ponder the 
following.  If we were to be stripped bare 
of our home, job, spouse, children, and 
reputation, who would we be?  I find it  
frightening, that our identities are often 
based on our children, sports team(s) we 
support, how beautiful our homes are, or 
our resumes.   I  suggest that the prospect 
of true inward peace  is attained by  em-
bracing two simple, yet complex princi-
ples found in God’s word. 
 First, we find peace through 
realization of our abject poverty.  Con-
sider the apostles who were bare of every 
earthly comfort, yet they had peace.  The 
foundation of their peace was Jesus Christ, 
not material trappings.  With Him, they 
had everything.  They understood spiritu-
ally bankruptcy. They were equally 
damned with murderers, rapists, and child 
abusers.  They  understood they had noth-
ing to offer God because of their depraved 
and hopeless state.  They joyfully gave up 
their lives in order to be persecuted for 
the sake of the Gospel.  Furthermore, 
their eyes were fixed on the author and 
perfector of their faith. This reckless aban-
donment of all earthly comfort and gain 
epitomizes the beatitudes found in Mat-
thew 5.  Loving our enemies in tangible 
ways, keeping a humble repentant heart, 
turning the other cheek, giving up our 
rights, putting others’ needs before ours, 
giving secretly, and controlling emotions 
and tongues are just a few of the ways we   
 

 
can live the blessed life that Jesus com-
mands us to live. 
 Second, we find peace based in 
our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Con-
sider what Scripture has to say about our 
identities in the following seven promises 
found in Scripture.   
 
1) We are not our own; we belong to 

God; we now live for Christ instead 
of ourselves (I Cor. 6:19-20; II Cor. 
5:14-15).   

2)  We have been redeemed and for-
given and we now have direct access 
to our Creator through His Spirit 
(Eph. 2).   

3) We are free from Satan’s rule, and 
we        

         are now rooted in Christ and made   
         complete in Him (Col. 1 & 2).   
4) We can come boldly before God’s     
         throne to find mercy and grace in      
         time of need (Heb.4).   
5) We don’t need to worry and can give  
         all our anxieties to Christ who cares  
          f or us (I Peter 1).   
6) We don’t need to fear because we    
         have been given a Spirit of power,     
          love, and self-discipline (II Tim. 1).  
7)      We are free from sin’s rule over our     
           lives and from any condemnation   
           (Rom.)  
  
 In 2010, I challenge your family  

to consider what abject poverty looks like 

to your personal and public life. What 

needs to be changed in order to exemplify 

peace?  Second, choose  promises from 

God’s word to memorize and claim daily 

as a family. Search the Scriptures to find a 

new weekly promise to share during  fam-

ily devotions.  Make sure your family’s 

identity is bound by the author of peace, 

Jesus Christ.  I pray that each of you will 

be filled with the peace that surpasses all 

understanding as you look to the cross and 

seek to live out the Sermon on the Mount.  
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Quote of the month: 

 
The sacred promises, though in 
themselves most sure and pre-

cious, are of no avail for the com-
fort and sustenance of the soul 
unless you grasp them by faith, 

plead them by prayer, expect them 
by hope, and receive them with 

gratitude. 
 

          Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

The peaceful life:  stripped bare and clinging  
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From the Directorõs Den by Jill Marr 

*Donõt forget to return your 
photography orders!  If you are 
not planning on buying the pic-
tures, you must return them to 
your childôs campus administra-
tor.  Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this! 
 

*If you missed Andrew Pu-
dewaôs  IEW seminar at West-
minster, you can learn more 
about IEW at 
www.excellenceinwriting.com.  
They also have all of their 
informative newsletters  

archived that you can read on 
the website.  Occasionally, 
you can find their products on 
E-Bay at reduced cost. 
 

*Donõt forget that enrollment 

for returning students is 

OPEN!!  Enroll NOW to insure 

your childõs placement for next 

year.  You can fill out the new 

enrollment forms at 

www.veritasclassicalschools.com 

Helpful Hintsé. 

 

*Please remember to com-
municate with your childôs 
tutor.  If you are going on 
vacation or you have a fam-
ily illness or death, the 
teachers need to know.  
Remember that you are the 
teacher; Veritas provides 
the accountability, struc-
ture, lesson planning, and 
assistance in instruction.  
You are still your childôs 
teacher. 

 Feedback, feedback, 

feedback!  Our parents have 

been wonderful in sending in 

emails regarding our possible 

curriculum changes. I APPRE-

CIATE your desire to see our 

program succeed and improve.   

Our sincere desire is to meet 

your needs.   

 The blessing in all of 

this is to see how similar all our 

ideas have been.   We all see a 

desire for a sequential spelling 

program (3-6th), an emphasis on 

reading comprehension and a 

more classical approach to vo-

cabulary.  Our team of staff and 

administrators have been comb-

ing through the vast selection of 

curriculum, literature options 

and history options. 

 We have a few selec-

tions we feel confident will be a 

perfect fit for our tutorial for-

mat.   We still have a ways to go!  

Considering  a complete classical 

sequence that meets our needs 

will be a slow, methodical proc-

ess.  We want any changes, even 

minor ones, to be of complete 

benefit to you! 

 The ideas we for sure 

will be pursuing are primarily 

centered in the 1st-6th grade. I 

would encourage you to look at 

Spelling Workout as an option 

for spelling 3rd-6th grade.  It has 

a wonderful phonetic approach 

that will complement our 1st-

2nd grade rotation of Abeka 

phonics and spelling.   

 We are also excited 

about instituting the principles 

of IEW (Institutes for Excel-

lence in Writing) from early ele-

mentary through high school.  

An overall sequential composi-

tion program will be of  great 

benefit to our students.  We 

already have staff ready to pro-

duce a workable, affordable 

model of this program.  Several 

of our staff members have used 

this program previously and are 

excited about the possibilities. 

 We are continuing to 

PRAY and search for the 

changes that will be best for our 

families.  Please pray with us and 

keep the feedback coming! 

Timing, Doors and Godõs 

Will 

 To expand or not to expand...that 

is the question!  Each year, we are 

faced with the dilemma of whether 

to expand the program to another 

campus or not.  As a director, it 

seems that my òprayingó without 

ceasing centers along this area 

more often than not.  It is not easy 

to plan for an expansion when you 

donõt even know what your enroll-

ment will be in the fall!   

What I do know is this year we 

had the biggest second semester 

enrollment season in the history of 

Veritas Memphis.  Twenty-one 

students enrolled across three 

campus sites.  We were excited 

and perplexed.  Is this a portent of 

enrollment to come in the fall?  If 

so, will we have space for addi-

tional enrollment in our cam-

puses? 

Please pray for our administration 

as we seek Godõs will in this mat-

ter.  Already, we are preparing 

packets to send out to area 

churches requesting educational 

space.  We never want to turn 

students away due to lack of space! 

If your church might be inter-

ested, please contact us!   
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Verse of the 
month:  

 

My soul finds rest in 

God alone; my 

salvation comes from 

Him.   

He alone is my rock 

and my salvation;  

He is my fortress, I 

will never be shaken.   

~Psalm 62:1-2 

http://www.excellenceinwriting.com
http://www.veritasclassicalschools.com


Keeping focusedé..Most  of  
your children are highly competi-
tive either with their siblings or 
with themselves.  For those of 
you who have creative learners 
who love to ñdrag their feetò in 
getting school work done, try the 
following tactic.  Each grade 
should take approximately the 
equivalent number of hours a day 
to accomplish school.  For exam-
ple, 4th grade should be spending 
4 hours a day doing school, 5th 
grade should be spending 5,  and 
so on.  Set a timer or have your 
child set a stopwatch at the be-
ginning of each day, stopping the 
stopwatch/timer whenever bath-

room or food breaks are taken.  If 
your child finishes the weekôs 
work in the allotted time (i.e., 25 
hours for 5th grade), s/he can 
earn 25 cents a day for each day 
that week.  This schedule may 
have to be adjusted somewhat, 
according to your childôs ability; 
the objective is to set the goal 
and have your child work hard to 
achieve the goal each week, 
knowing that there is some re-
ward for their hard work. 

Routine schedulingé.For those 

of you with multiple children in 

the program, try highlighting the 

assignment sheet in different 

colors. 

For example, choose a green 

highlighter to highlight anything 

that needs to be done daily.  

Wednesday can be orange, 

Thursday blue, Friday yellow, 

and so on.  This allows your child 

to take ownership of the assign-

ment sheet and gives them a 

visual of what needs to be done 

each day.  Once your children 

have taken ownership and are 

working independently, it will be 

easier to schedule individual 

teaching times with them be-

cause they will know what to 

expect and what is expected of 

them each day.   

day of the week to each child and have them 
choose meals for that dayôs dinner. That way, 
you can look a week in advance at your meal 
plan and shop accordingly on the weekends. 

Another idea for saving time is to make a list of 

all household items and food items that you typi-

cally use in a month.  Divide the list into catego-

ries, according to availability and cost.  Make an 

alphabetical master list for each store based on 

what you typically buy each month.  Laminate 

the lists so that when youôre in a hurry, you can 

just mark the necessary items with a dry erase 

marker.   

There are 3 websites that offer free 
online grocery and drugstore coupons.  
They are definitely worth the time to 
check out!  www.shortcuts.com; 
www.cellfire.com; 
www.southernsavers.com   
The cellfire.com website actually offers 
digital coupons that you can download 
onto your phone or Kroger card so that 
no paper is involved!  Pretty cool! 
How many of you dread the question, 
ñwhatôs for dinner?ò  Try saving time and 
money by planning meals a month in 
advance.  Most children love to get in-
volved in this process.  You can assign a 

Academic Rx 

New Yearõs Savings Time! 

Asia, 515 in Nigeria & Central 

Africa, and 707 in Indo-Pacific still 

need the Bible translated into their 

language.  The specific project we 

will be helping fund is the Sudan 

Luke Partnership Cluster.  They 

are working on translating the 

Jesus film and the Gospel of Luke 

for 3 people groups in the Sudan.  

You can read more about it at 

http://www.theseedcompany.org/

project/sudan-lp-cluster.  Our goal 

is to raise $500.00 for The Seed 

Company to help them translate 

the Gospel to reach the Sudanese 

people.   You can start sending 

quarters with your children the 

week of January 19th. 

 Putting Feet to our Faith 

Our 2nd Semester Missions project 

will be partnering with The Seed 

Company and Wycliffe Bible Trans-

lators.  According to recent statis-

tics, more than 2,200 languages, 

which includes around 200 million 

people, still do NOT have the Bible 

in their language.  According to 

The Seed Companyôs literature, 

522 people groups in Mainland 
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ONLINE 

ENROLLMENT 

OPEN! 
For returning parents, enrollment 

is now open! 

Applications are already rolling in 
for next year! 

Open enrollment for new students 
will open on February 1st. 

This year the forms are in ñclickò 

format online and can be 
submitted online! 

Feedback from our parents 

regarding the ease of this process 
has been wonderful! 

Let us know if you need 
assistance or have any other 

questions! 

 
 

NEW WEBSITE IN 

PROGRESS 
 

VCS BOOKSTORE is getting a 

FACELIFTé.. 

 
You are going to LOVE the 

changes at VCS bookstore.  After 

our first year, we used all the 
feedback from our parents on how 

to make our website more user 
friendly and we are making some 

wonderful changes: 

 
1. Online order management 

2. Booklist One-Click ordering 
(literally-your booklist will pop 

up and you can order each item) 

3. Free shipping on any order 
over $300.00  

4. As always:  Discounts! 

 
We will let you know when the 

GRAND OPENING 
occurs this Spring! 

 

This works best if you keep the laminated lists 
and dry erase marker in your purse or car.  
That way, if youôre on the way to the store, you 
have easy access to it. 
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